One of the most frequently asked
questions about our new governance
structure is how things from our old model
fit the new one. To some degree, this is not
the right question to ask, since the new
governance model offers a completely new
way of viewing ministry, one that is more
appropriately aligned with the 21st century
church that is much different than the
church of the past. While these differences
may be hard to see for those who have
spent their lives in the church, as our
culture and demographics have shifted,
interest in traditional religion has waned
and participation in congregational life has
dropped precipitously across the country.
That being said, there are some aspects of
our previous operational model that
continue. We still need to maintain our
building, pay salaries and utilities and
manage our finances. We continue to meet
weekly for worship and, although some
aspects of the service may change, we still
have music and ushers and greeters.
Gathering at the table and offering
extravagant welcome continue to be

important parts of Christian ministry. Some
things, however, may have continued simply
out of a sense of obligation or because “the
bylaws dictate it.” These things will be
evaluated to determine their relevance.
I have created a partial list of former
ministries and operational responsibilities
that continue today and where in the new
structure they lie. This list can be found in
our Good News email from this past
Friday the 18th, or you can reach out to
Amanda (goodnews@mhcucc.org) and
she’ll email you the list.

In the next weeks: Where do the rest of
our former ministries fall in the new
structure? How do I start a new ministry?
Where can I volunteer? (See article below
for more information on our ministry fair!)

This week's theme is ABUNDANCE.
Jesus
performed
a
miracle
of
abundance by turning water into wine at
a wedding feast in Cana. God's joyful
presence in the world was made known
to the party guests.

We invite all children (Pre-K/4-5 years
and older) and their parents, who
haven’t had the opportunity to join a
prior workshop to attend a special
“Orientation to Communion” on Sunday
1/27, from 11:45am—2pm and will
include a light lunch. Please sign up on
the bulletin board outside of the church
office. Hope to see you there!
D.O.G. & F.R.O.G. Clubs will meet the
evening of Sunday 1/27 from 5:007:00. We would like parents to join us
from 5-5:30 for a special presentation in
the Sanctuary to kick off promoting this
year’s Teeter Totter Marathon! All in
2nd – 7th grade are welcome!

The Governance Board has an email.
Please send ideas, opportunities, and
concerns to governance@mhcucc.org.
We’ll answer you as promptly as we can.

Sunday, February 10 at 11:45 am, Fellowship Hall
Step right up, folks! Find out more about the ministries at
MHCUCC and see where you fit in. This fun event has food,
games, prizes, and surprises. Bring the whole family! Look
for your ticket in the worship bulletin on February 10.
Ministry leaders! Please contact Amanda in the office by January 30th for details on
participating. You don't want to miss this opportunity to engage with our family of faith!

The second Fellowship Breakfast will be
February 2 at 9 AM in Fellowship Hall
2. Pauline Wills will speak on “Ups and
Downs”. This is a co-ed potluck
breakfast, so please bring a dish to share.
Your hosts are Tom & Lorraine Ropas.
If you are interested in attending, please
sign up on the sheet in the small white
binder on the table in the parlor area.

Due to the weather forecast, the
association has made the decision to
cancel the MLK Jr. Overnighter.
This Sunday is our monthly outing for
food and fun. Meet up in the Lobby at
10:30 to head over to McDonald's.
Youth, we'll gather in our room on
Sunday, January 27, from 5-7pm to plan
for this year's Marathon. (D.O.G. and
F.R.O.G. Clubs will meet at the same
time.)

Join us for a potluck dinner (main dish
and beverages provided, please bring a
side dish or dessert to share), followed
by a night of family-friendly games from
6-9 PM in Fellowship Hall on Friday,
February 8. Sign up on
the board by the office.

The Book Club welcomes you to join
their discussion of Beartown after 10:30
worship on Sunday, February 24.
Beartown is a novel by the #1 New York
Times Bestselling author Fredrick
Backman. The group meets in Room
112.
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