A heartfelt thank you goes to all who helped
make our Lenten, Holy Week and Easter
services rich and meaningful. Thanks to all
who shared stories of how God is real in their
lives, making our Lenten devotional deeply
appreciated by many members and friends. So
many people shared how it impacted them and
helped to shape their prayer time during Lent.
Thanks to Halldor Gudmundsson and the
nearly 30 participants who made our Lenten
dinner parties a rich experience of learning
and encountering the weekly scripture
lessons. Look for a continuation of these
gatherings in some form as many expressed
appreciation for how these discussions helped
them get much more from worship.
Sunday Morning Live was a huge success
thanks to the meaningful portrayals of
characters from our gospel stories. Special
thanks to Ben Kellar, Craig Gordon, Katelyn
Ivancic, Flo Thwaites, Noah Toth, Mike
McGaw, Mary Jecmen, Barb Nitzsche, Jan
Henninger, and Pam Wolf for their powerful
performances. It seems we have some Oscar
nominees in the making! In addition to Sunday
Morning Live, our Lenten worship featured
encounters with one another.
Thanks to all who helped make Holy Week and
Easter a memorable experience: those who
prepared food for our Maundy Thursday table
encounter, our readers at each service, and
those who participated in the prayer vigil and
walked the stations of the cross. All this was
under-girded by the work of our staff who kept
things moving smoothly throughout the season.
Finally, special thanks to Jarred Sorauf and
the members of the chancel and bell choirs for
providing beautiful music at each of our

worship
services
that
enhanced
our
experience. The anthem and service music on
Easter Sunday, in particular, was stunningly
gorgeous and made our celebration of the
resurrection particularly joyful.
Christ is risen . . . and we look forward to our
encounters with him in the weeks to come! May
they continue to be as rich and meaningful as
our Lenten and Holy Week journeys.
. . And Thanks Again!
Unfortunately, the week following Easter
included back-to-back funerals and a visitation
which kept staff and members busy supporting
families in their loss. Special thanks to Gary
Canute, Jarred Sorauf, Anne Harris, Flo
Thwaites, June Canute, Mayele Ngemba,
Mars Patterson, Cheryl Seymour and all those
who assisted in serving the Paschal and
Dorner families. It is truly a gift knowing I can
offer the support of the congregation to people
who are grieving and know many will step
forward to meet the need!

The Southwest Community Chorus
Foundation presents

RHYTHM OF LIFE

Featuring "Gloria" and "Let's Begin Again" by John
Rutter, and many more musical selections!

Directed by Thomas M. Foley
Accompanist: Carol Konet

Sunday, May 5 at 3:00 p.m.
United Methodist Church of Berea
170 Seminary Street, Berea OH

Tickets: $15 at door; $12.50 advance
Children 12 & under are free

This week’s theme is ENCOUNTER.
Saul’s whole life changed after his
encounter with the risen Christ on the
road to Damascus. After being blinded by
the light, Saul told others the good news
about Jesus everywhere he went.

Youth in grades 8 - 12 (pardon my
mistake last week!) are invited to spend
the evening of Sunday, May 5, starting at
5 PM, up in the Youth Room. We'll hang
out and watch our favorite YouTube
videos. Bring your friends! Snacks!

Our next F.R.O.G. and D.O.G. club
meetings are tonight from 5:00-6:30.
Our D.O.G. Club annual lock-in will take
place overnight 5/24! Drop off Friday 8:00
PM, pick up Saturday 9:00 AM.

Miss Cheryl is hoping for donations of used
-but-in-good-shape toys for children 4
years and younger to our Nursery. You can
drop them off to her in the Nursery on
Sundays, or in front of the Nursery during
the week.

The 2nd Annual "Kenducky
Derby" (baby duck race) for
Church Street Ministries will
be held on Saturday, June 8
at the American Legion Hall
in Berea. Your $20 ticket
includes dinner, draft beer, wash (BYOB),
and the opportunity to bet on your favorite
race-winning duckling, win prizes and bid
on raffle baskets. All proceeds will benefit
Church Street Ministries. Tickets are
available from George Uhl or at the 2nd
Mile shop. There are only 125 tickets
available, so don't delay!

Please support St. Paul's
UCC by donating ground
coffee for their Drop-In Center. We're also
collecting food and toiletries for Church
Street Ministries: cereal, peanut butter,
canned
meats,
and
pasta/sauce.
Donations can be dropped off in the
grocery cart in the Parlor.
The May 12 DEADLINE to register for the
Lotts Creek Mission Trip is approaching.
Please complete a registration form
available on the website or email Sandy
Uhl (ssuhl@cox.net) to let her know of
your interest if you have not already done
so. Thanks!

The interpreters who serve our hearing
impaired ministry will be on hiatus in June,
July and August. The decision to do this
was based on the reduced budget for this
service this year. We will look forward to
Lori Palmer and Vince Reddy joining us
again in September. If you have
questions, please contact Flo Thwaites,
440-829-1663 or thwaties24@gmail.com.
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