As we have recently
welcomed
Judy
Hammer as our
new Coordinator of
Youth Ministries, we
have also been
introduced to Lulu
and Strudel, her sweet therapy dogs.
While many excitedly embraced the
pooches, a few have asked about their
presence in the church. Below, Judy offers
further introduction to her pets and her
purpose in bringing them to church. If you
have other questions about the dogs,
please ask Judy, speak to a member of
the Governance Board, or see Vicki.

In our continuing efforts to be good
stewards, the Governance Board voted at
its meeting this week to change the church
hours to better align them with building
usage. Although the church office has been
closed on Mondays, the building is used
every week by church volunteers and an
outside bridge group that day. After
reviewing our calendar and noting the
building is rarely used by church groups or
outside organizations on Fridays, the Board
determined a better use of resources would
be for the church building and office to
be open Monday through Thursday from
9:30 – 2:30 and closed on Friday,
beginning November 4.

Judy Hammer has a degree in pastoral
counseling. She approaches spiritual
teaching
by
using
contemplative
pedagogy, meaning that she employs
various techniques to make her students
feel welcomed in the classroom, including
introducing students to her therapy
dogs. Lulu and Strudel have been trained
and certified as therapy dogs. This
certification includes insurance for them
because she frequently takes Lulu and
Strudel to settings such as hospitals,
nursing homes, and classrooms. Because
both dogs are half poodle, they are
hypoallergenic. Lulu and Strudel will
participate in a number of the middle and
high school faith formation classes when
the teaching team feels that the students
would appreciate the dogs' presence.
Judy is happy to answer any questions
that individuals may have about Lulu and
Strudel's training.

As a result of these changes, the
deadline for the Good News moves to
Wednesday at 9 am and the Good News
will go out Thursday morning, giving all of
us a bit more time to read and absorb it!

As a complement to our fall worship
series, we created an “extracurricular”
spiritual formation series called CoCreating Playshops. Each playshop will
cost $10, and cover a range of interesting
topics for you to “play” with creative
concepts
in
a
hands-on,
yet
contemplative, two-hour session. Our first
Playshop will be on Saturday, October
5 from 9:30-11:30 AM. More info at
mhcucc.org/playshops or as a series of
events on Facebook, facebook.com/
mhcucc

We were able to deliver 58 School Kits
this year! Thank you so much to everyone
who donated. You’re making sure children
have the best chance to succeed in
school, even if they are recovering from a
disaster or living in other tough
circumstances.
Hopefully you stopped by the WorKship
table and picked a project in which to
participate. If not, get there this Sunday!
There are MANY options kids would love!
Please watch for the weekly Kid's Worship
emails that contain important dates and info!
Message kanaris@mhcucc.org to sign up!

Our Middle School Sunday School room
needs some comfortable furniture. If you
are looking for a home for a sectional
couch and/or bean bag chairs, please call
Judy Hammer at 216-832-8817.
Student Interns will assist the Coordinator of
Youth Ministry September through May,
serving as paraprofessional advisors on
how to deliver spiritual curriculum to the
middle and high school students. Interns will
be supervised by the Coordinator of Youth
Ministries and receive $300, paid over three
pay periods: December 1, February 1, and
May 1. More info at mhcucc.org/youth;
send an email by Wed., Sept. 25 to
judyhammerucc@gmail.com.

Sign up for the project of your choice in
the Lobby or through our website.
You can still fill out an Alternative
WorKship card for the things you have
done this summer to help others. Fill out a
card from the table in the Parlor and place
it in the blue box. Your contributions to
making the world a better place will be
added to the growing list of things other
members have been doing this summer.
If you want to help defray the cost of
WorKship, write a check, mark the memo
line "For WorKship", and drop it in the
offering plate. Thanks for helping us
continue to do ministry "outside the pews."
• Artificial Christmas greens, small
ornaments, garlands, small pinecones,
silk poinsettias or other Christmas
themed decorations, plus small baskets
or containers.
• Individually wrapped toothbrushes,
toothpaste, bar soap, shampoo,
shaving cream or lotion for packaging
and donation to Trials of Hope.
• New socks for Trials of Hope.
• Pill bottles – NO LABELS.

Saturday, October 12, 8:30 AM in FH2
The program on "Music Therapy" will be
presented by member Katie Cramer. We
will begin with a potluck breakfast hosted
by Gail and Jeff Lingenfelter. Please sign
up in the breakfast book on the table in
the Parlor if you plan to attend.
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